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Commissioner for Patents 
PO Box 1450 

Alexandria VA 22313-1450 

RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 

Sir: 

This communication is in response to the Restriction Requirement mailed 28 th June, 2005. 
The Examiner has given Applicant a shortened statutory period of three (3) months to reply. 
This response is timely filed. 



Claims 1-3 were originally filed. In response to a first Office Action, Applicant amended 
independent claims 1, 2, and 3, and requested entry of new dependent claims 4 through 9. 

The Examiner entered the amendments and new claims 4 though 9 and requested 
Applicant to elect claims corresponding to one of the following inventions: 



Group I Claims 1 and 7 drawn to 'graphical user interface (GIU)' (classified in class 

715, subclass 700) 

Group II Claims 2, 4 and 8 drawn to 'application of data structure' (classified in class 

707, subclass 104.1) 

Group III Claims 3, 5, 6, and 9 drawn to 'generating data structure' (classified in class 707 

subclass 102) 
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The MPEP states: 

If the search and examination of an entire application can be made 
without serious burden, the examiner must examine it on the merits, 
even though it includes claims to independent or distinct inventions. 
(MPEP 803.) 

and 

The term "independent" (i.e., not dependent) means that there is 
no disclosed relationship between the two or more subjects disclosed, 
that is, they are unconnected in design, operation, or effect, for 
example: (1) species under a genus which species are not usable together 
as disclosed; or (2) process and apparatus incapable of being used in 
practicing the process. (MPEP 802.01) 

In response to the Restriction Requirement, Applicants elect Examiner's Group I (claims 
1 and 7), with traverse. Applicants submit that the invention encompassed by the claims of 
Examiner's Group II (drawn to an image having at least two nodes, the nodes being linked by at 
least one line) and of Examiner's Group III (drawn to a method of building a knowledge web) could 
be examined at the same time as the inventions encompassed by the claims of Examiner's Group I 
(drawn a graphical user interface (GUI) having a plurality of nodes, the nodes being linked by at 
least one line). 

For example, a search of the prior art to determine the novelty of the GUI of the 
invention, the image of the invention, and the method of building a knowledge web of the 
invention have already provided the Examiner with information regarding the novelty of the 
invention claimed in independent claims 1, 2 and 3 with respect to a single prior art reference 
(USPN 6,166.739 to Hugh) (see Examiner's first Office action, mailed November 2, 2004). 
Accordingly, Applicant submits that examination of independent claims 1, 2. 3. and dependent 
claims 4 through 9 would not pose a serious burden . 

Further, Applicant respectively submit that Applicants disclosed a relationship between 
the inventions of Examiner's Group I, Examiner's Group II, and Examiner's Group III, in the 
specification at page 5, last paragraph, continued on page 6, first paragraph, page 8, last 
paragraph, continued on page 9, first paragraph, and at page 16, last paragraph, and in Figures 1, 
2, and 3, where Applicant states, in part: 



"The present invention optionally provides a graphical user interface (GUI) tool- 
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suite that visually displays information by means of text, images, photographic images, 
cartoons, symbols, shapes, geometric shapes, orientations between and among elements of 
the user interface, lines, colors and other suitable data and data attribute indicating and 
presenting techniques known in the art. In one embodiment of the present invention a 
plurality of data objects are visually presented to a user as a knowledge web image. The 
data object, or node, may optionally contain or be associated with data contained in a 
record or document, and presented as textual, photographic, or visual images, or by other 
suitable information display qualities or sensory output means." (Emphases added.) 

"The present invention, in another embodiment, is a graphical user interface 
(GUI) used to create a knowledge web (K-Web), The GUI may be used to retrieve data 
and records from a database and then establish a relationship between those data and 
records by using the GUI to connect the data and records as described below in one of the 
embodiments and in the examples section. The relationships can then be used to make a 
relational network to improve the K-Web." (Emphases added.) 

"Each of the three figures disclosed shows an image of an embodiment of the 
invention. Other embodiments may include pictographic representations of components 
of a system, graphic representations of data, audio-visual display of data, and the like." 
(Emphases added.) 

Therefore the image of claims 2, 4 and 8 is capable of being used with the method of 
claims 3, 5, 6, and 9 and with the GUI of claims 1 and 7. 

This response is timely filed. However, if the USPTO determines that an additional fee 
or a refund of fee is due, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge or credit Bell & 
Associates Deposit Account No. 50-3194. 
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